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   Race Report: OMA Round 2, Kentucky 

   Rider: Paul Whibley 

   Team: AmPro Yamaha 

   Bike: Yamaha YZ450 F 

   Result: 3rd 

 

A crash during the week had me in doubt if I was even going to be able to race this event. I hit 

a tree pretty hard and injured my hand. Darrell, my mechanic, fitted a Rekluse EXP auto clutch 

to the bike before we left and Danny from Rekluse did some fine tuning at the track, and it 

really helped gain a good result. This race would be a bit of a survival race, not just for me but 

everyone, with a lot of rain falling overnight.  

I got an ok start and went into the woods in 4
th

 I think. I was not pushing too hard as it was 

difficult to hang on. My game plan was just to survive and get some points. I was able to follow 

the leaders and moved up to third when Kailub Russell got wedged in a rut. Mid lap we came 

to a creek crossing that looked pretty deep and soft. Russell Bobbitt got through then Nick 

Fahringer and myself got stuck trying to climb out the steep bank on the far side. He lifted his 

bike up the bank. With my injured paw I wasn’t able to do the same. Kailub jumped in and got 

stuck beside me too. Lucky Bill Gusse was on hand and pulled Kailub and myself up the bank. 

Kailub took off after the leaders; I was back to 4
th

 place until just after the start of the second 

lap when I passed Kailub stuck in a rut again. The creek crossing was removed and I held 3
rd

 

most of the lap until I got some barbed wire wrapped around my wheel. Kailub dropped me 

back a position while I unwound the wire. Just after I started the next lap I cruised past Kailub 

again, stuck in a rut. It was turning into a bit of a hare and a tortoise battle between us. 

Eventually I managed to stay in front of him and settled into third place. To land on the podium 

when I was unsure if I was even going to be able to finish was a pretty good result. 

 

1
st

: Russell Bobbitt 

2
nd

: Nick Fahringer 

3
rd

: Paul Whibley 

 

 

Paul Whibley is supported by: 

AmPro Yamaha, Monster Energy, Shoei, Sidi, Smith, 

G2,Asterisk, Moto SR, Vortex Ignitions, EC3D, Bush Riders 

MCC, Darbis, GHQ, Sargent Motorcycles, Yamaha NZ, Rosscos  

Start Up Services, Works Connection, Pro Taper, Race Pace 

Services, Unabiker, Leatt Brace,  Tire Balls, bikesportnz.com, 

Stuk, KettleClamp, Alliance Offroad, Ride Eng. 

 

The AmPro Yamaha Team is supported by: 

FMF Kenda Yamalube Asterisk CV4 Cycle Gear Factory 

Connection  GYTR IMS  Leatt Brace MSR Pro-Clean Rekluse  

Shoei Slavens TM Designworks Cycra Twin Air Wiseco ZipTy 

Racing AllBalls Racing Pro Taper Stuk Ride Eng Braking 

 


